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Bonjour, 
My name is Jean Marc HUMBERT, I am a President of Friends of America Cultural Exchanges (FACES), a California non- profit organization dedicated to the development of relations between France and the United States of America through learning, understanding and tolerance.

FACES works in partnership with Terre des Langues, a cultural exchange company based in Tours, France a CSIET member famous throughout the world for its reliability and experience. FACES coordinates in the USA cultural exchange trips and stays organized from France by Terre des Langues, 4 place de la Victoire, 37000 TOURS, France. Phone number: 011 33 2 47 39 13 00. http://www.terredeslangues.com 
April 22nd through May 4th, a group of 14 to 17 year- old French students from a High School located in Paris, France will come to Massachusetts/Maine with their English Teachers to participate in the life of a local High School and thus try to better understand The American School System. 
Allowing them to attend classes at your school and take part to everyday life in New England staying with a local host family during their stay would help them improve their language abilities, meet a different culture, make new friends but also learn and appreciate a different education system. 

These students have been carefully chosen for their high success and motivation, have been specifically trained for this project and well prepared in order to avoid any disruption or inconvenience to the staff, teachers and other students of the school. They are also ready to adapt to the family routine, take part to eventual domestic chores and make sure they do not disturb the activities, work and everyday life of the American family.
The families willing to host a French student during his/her stay must have a child attending your school, show an interest in other cultures and languages, a high motivation and a willingness to make the student as comfortable as possible in their own environment in order to share the benefits of such an exchange.

They will provide accommodation, food and transportation to allow the student to take part to the family life as the school life and will make sure their own child, preferably of the same age range (12 through 18), spends as much time as possible with him/her at home. At school, the two students will stay together as much as possible. The French chaperones and myself will be at your disposal and at the disposal of the families to answer all questions during the stay but also quickly and firmly solve any eventual discipline problem. 

Although there is absolutely no obligation for the families to plan activities with the student, take him/her sightseeing or share an after school sport session, it could, depending on the availability of each, be a pleasant surprise for the student and might make everyone’s time together more enjoyable.

It will be asked the families, once we have received all schedule and information, to meet the French students at the school unless mentioned otherwise. This is very important for the students to feel expected and it will be fun for everyone to begin this wonderful experience with a nice and warm welcome at the school.

All students and chaperones will have all their medical expenses covered during their stay. Terre des Langues contracted in France a policy through AVI International: Worldwide Emergency Assistance (866) 813 8141.   

In January, February or March, at a date yet to be determined, I will conduct a meeting at your school to allow all parties involved to meet, share information and tips about the program and ask/answer questions. 
Soon after, families will receive a packet including information and pictures of the student they’ll host, insurance and emergency contacts, a letter from the student and a participant’s agreement he/she signed and where he/she officially commits to follow the laws and rules, respect all customs and behave properly.

In this packet will be included the French student’s immunization record and his/her email address as well as his/her phone number allowing written or oral communication ahead of time. 
American students will then be given the opportunity to go to France in the same conditions, based on a trip organized by the French Teacher and FACES.  

 This cultural exchange will be a great and rewarding experience for all the parties involved and is a good opportunity to develop interesting contacts in a near future.

 

Sincerely, 
Jean Marc HUMBERT
President
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